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Jason Frame, Director
Office of Medical Cannabis

West Virginia Medical Cannabis Act
• Senate Bill 386 (April 6, 2017)
• Signed by Governor Jim Justice on April 19, 2017
• Authorizes, under limited conditions, the use, possession,
growing, processing and dispensing of cannabis for the
treatment of serious medical conditions.
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Limits on Number of Permits
• Up to 10 growers, however, each grower may have up to two
locations per permit.
• Up to 10 processors.

• Up to 100 dispensaries.
• Not more than one individual grower permit per person.
• Not more than one individual processor permit per person.
• Not more than ten individual dispensary permits per person.
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Medical Cannabis Cultivation and Dispensing
●
●
●
●

Medical cannabis is highly regulated.
It’s a high quality, medical grade product.
It’s only grown in highly secured, indoor growing facilities.
The dispensaries are also highly secured facilities and like the
growers must be inspected and approved by the WV Office of
Medical Cannabis before operating.
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Serious Medical Condition
• Cancer

• Huntington’s disease

• Positive status for human
immunodeficiency virus or acquired
immune deficiency
syndrome

• Crohn’s disease
• Post-traumatic stress disorder
• Intractable seizures

• Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
• Sickle cell anemia
• Parkinson’s disease
• Multiple sclerosis

• Damage to the nervous tissue of the
spinal cord with objective neurological
indication of intractable spasticity

• Severe chronic or intractable pain of
neuropathic origin or severe chronic or
intractable pain in which conventional
therapeutic intervention and opiate
therapy is contraindicated or has
proven to be ineffective as determined
as part of continuing care

• Epilepsy
• Terminally ill
• Neuropathies
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Patient Certification Card

Notice the quantity, form and duration information.
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Patient Certification Cards

Coming soon, there will be a
designated law enforcement
contact that has access to our
database and will be able to verify
patient cards.
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Our Tracking Software, Metrc
● All medical cannabis is tracked from seed until sold to
the patient or caregiver.
● Every plant is tracked through the process of growth
and as it’s processed into other forms and finally sold.
● All waste from the plants are also tracked until made
unusable by blending it with dirt or other trash.
● Metrc allows us to track product, so if needed, the
information can be recalled to verify if it’s legitimate.
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Lawful Forms of Medical Cannabis
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pill
Oil
Topical forms, including gels, creams or ointments
A form medically appropriate for administration by
vaporization or nebulization, including dry leaf or plant form
Tincture
Liquid
Dermal patch
Dry leaf
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Legal Possession of Medical Cannabis
Basic rules of legal medical cannabis possession

·
These rules only pertain to the possession of medical cannabis grown, processed, and sold by licensed medical cannabis businesses that
contain delta 9 THC derived from the marijuana plant. They do not pertain to products known as CBD or delta 8 THC derived from hemp.
·

Only current WV residents with a valid WV Medical Cannabis Patient or Caregiver Card may possess medical marijuana.

·
Only physicians that have been trained and approved by the WV Office of Medical Cannabis can authorize patients to receive a WV Medical
Cannabis Card. Those physicians are listed on the WV Medical Cannabis website.
·
There is NO protection to cardholders for possessing marijuana bought off the street, home grown or obtained out of state, even if the product
was legally obtained from an out of state dispensary. It must be obtained from a licenced WV dispensary.
·

A patient may designate a caregiver and that caregiver will be issued a WV Medical Cannabis Card to purchase product on their behalf.

·

A patient or caregiver must have their card (physical or electronic) with them when carrying medical marijuana.

·
All products must be stored in the original packaging. The form or type of product must match the form or type printed on the package and
receipt from a licensed WV dispensary. The amount must not exceed the amount printed on the package and receipt. WV Code 16A-12-6 forbids
any adulteration of medical cannabis from its original form or type.
·
A patient or caregiver may only carry up to a 30-day supply of product. WV Code 16A-12-3 forbids possessing more than a 30-day supply. A
caregiver may have up to 5 patients in their care and may possess up to a 30-day supply for each patient.
·
WV Code 16A-12-5 forbids falsification of WV Medical Cannabis Cards. Any attempt to obtain medical cannabis using falsified information is
a misdemeanor.
·

WV Code 64-110-17/18/19/20 outlines the rules medical cannabis businesses must follow when transporting medical cannabis.
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Commercial Transport of Medical Cannabis
WV Code 64-110-17/18/19/20 outlines the rules medical
cannabis businesses must follow when transporting
medical cannabis.
● A licenced medical cannabis business may transport medical
cannabis to other licenced medical cannabis businesses and labs.
● It’s tracked via GPS and there must be two persons in the unmarked
vehicle.
● One person must stay with the vehicle at all times when it’s
transporting medical cannabis.
● The medical cannabis must be stored in the locked cargo area.
● There will be a printed manifest with the origin, destination and the
amount, weight and form of the contents. If there’s no manifest or if
the manifest can’t be verified in Metrc, it’s likely illegal.
● Cannabis company employees CANNOT possess and/or transport
medical cannabis without a manifest and only under the conditions
stated above.
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Questions?

Questions?????

12

WV Office of Medical Cannabis
If you have any questions later or would like more
information please reach out to our investigators.
Office of Medical Cannabis
Bureau for Public Health
West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources
350 Capitol Street, Room 523
Charleston, WV 25301
Phone: 304-356-5090

● Scottie Stowers Scottie.D.Stowers@wv.gov

● Josh Chaffin Josh.C.Chaffin@wv.gov
● Butch Harrison Paul.A.Harrison@wv.gov
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Contact
Jason Frame
Director, Office of Medical Cannabis
Bureau for Public Health
West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources
350 Capitol Street, Room 523
Charleston, WV 25301
Phone: 304-356-5090
Email: medcanwv@wv.gov
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